AYSGARTH, 

Yorkshire. 


To  The  Aysgarth  Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, — 

I beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Sanitary  condition  of  the  District  for  the  year  1919. 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

The  population  is  estimated  at  about  4000.  The  Census  of  1911  gives  the  figure  as  4262.  The 
acreage  of  the  District,  chiefly  grass  and  moorland,  is  81,033,  so  that  it  is  sparsely  populated. 

The  chief  and  practically  only  industry,  as  you  know,  is  sheep  and  dairy  farming.  There  is  a 
little  quarrying  in  the  upper  district. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

For  the  year  1919  there  is  an  increase  in  the  Birth  Rate  and  a slight  decrease  in-  the  Death  Rate, 
but  the  Infantile  mortality  is  high. 

The  Birth  Rate  in  1919  is  16'64,  compared  with  12'58  in  1918. 

The  Death  Rate  in  1919  is  16*61,  as  against  1775  in  1918. 

There  were  68  deaths  in  1919:  28  males  and  40  females.  Of  these,  28  occurred  in  people  of  70  years 
and  over. 

Organic  heart  disease  caused  13  deaths. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  „ 7 „ 

Cancer  „ 4 „ 

Influenza  „ 6 „ 

Four  deaths  were  due  to  violence. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

With  regard  to  the  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year,  there  were  10,  compared  with  none  in  1918, 
making  a rate  of  140'84. 

Of  these  deaths,  five  were  due  to  premature  birth  or  congenital  defects.  Seven  occurred  in  infants 
under  one  month. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

There  is  very  little  poverty.  This  is  shewn  by  the  small  number  of  persons — 29 — who  received 
out-door  relief. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Water. — The  water  supplies,  16  in  number,  are,  on  the  whole,  particularly  good.  Askrigg  water 
supply,  however,  is  still  under  discussion.  Sedbusk  has  had  new  supply  pipes  and  the  service  improved. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — The  only  notable  instance  of  pollution  occurs  in  West  Burton  and  a 
scheme  has  been  formulated  to  remedy  this. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage  are  efficiently  dealt  with. 

Closet  Accommodation. — The  usual  arrangement  is  the  earth  closet,  of  which  there  is  a sufficient 
number.  Most  of  the  houses  with  water  closets  in  the  villages  have  their  own  arrangements  for  sew- 
age disposal,  but  Hawes,  Sedbusk,  Gayle  and  Carperby  have  each  a sewerage  plant. 


SCAVENGING. — There  are  sanitary  tips  to  each  village  for  rubbish.  Contents  of  earth  closets  are 
put  on  the  land  and  are  thus  easily  disposed  of. 

Sanitary  Inspection  is  efficiently  and  systematically  carried  out.  All  notices  served  during 
the  year  have  been  complied  with  and  numerous  improvements  in  the  sanitary  arrangements  have  been 
made. 

Inspection  of  Cow-sheds. — There  are  151  Registered  purveyors  of  milk.  These  utilise  318 
Cow-sheds,  all  of  which  have  been  inspected  during  the  year:  167  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  and 
151  unsatisfactory  owing  to  the  absence  of  windows  or  efficient  ventilation.  All  have  been  limewashed. 
In  the  summer  months  the  cows  are  milked  in  the  fields. 

Schools.— The  sanitary  condition  and  water  supply  of  the  various  schools  is  good. 

Food. — Milk  is  the  staple  product  of  this  countryside,  is  good  and  wholesome  and  easy  to  obtain. 

Meat. — The  meat  supply  is  also  good,  but  there  are  no  facilities  for  storing  frozen  meat. 

Infectious  Disease. — The  district  has  been  very  free  from  notifiable  infectious  disease  during 
1919.  There  was  a mild  epidemic  of  influenza  in  the  early  part  of  the  year.  Measles  and  German 
Measles,  16  cases.  Pneumonia,  one  case  (during  the  period  that  this  was  notifiable).  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis,  four  cases.  Erysipelas,  one  case.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  there  were  no  cases  of 
Typhoid,  Diphtheria  or  Scarlet  Fever.  There  were  no  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  and  as  no 
salvalsan  was  applied  for,  apparently  no  syphilis.  As  a general  practitioner  in  the  district,  I have  seen 
no  cases  of  Venereal  Disease  during  the  year.  Several  schools  have  been  closed  for  whooping  cough 
and  there  was  one  death  from  this  cause.  There  were  no  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever. 

Maternity. — All  confinements  are  attended  by  the  medical  practitioners.  There  are  very  few 
certified  midwives  and  none  of  them  work  independently.  There  were  two  illegitimate  children  born 
during  the  year. 

VACCINATIONS. — There  were  41  primary  vaccinations  performed  in  1919. 

Sanitary  Administration. — The  Isolation  Hospital  at  Bainbridge  has  not  been  used  during  the 
past  year.  It  will  accommodate  six  children  or  three  adults. 

HOUSING. — General  housing  conditions  in  the  district:  There  are  1156  houses,  and  therefore  an 
average  of  less  than  four  persons  per  house.  Of  these  houses  ten  are  unoccupied  and  thirty  belong  to 
non-residents  and  are  only  irregularly  used.  There  is  a big  influx  of  visitors  in  the  summer  months. 
The  population  shews  a tendency  to  decline.  There  is  no  shortness  of  houses,  or  overcrowding. 

Fitness  OF  Houses.— On  the  whole  the  standard  of  housing  is  good, — better  than  in  most  rural 
districts.  There  is  no  slum  property,  but  some  of  the  houses  are  old  and  tend  to  be  damp.  Shortage 
of  labour  and  material  has  caused  difficulties  in  remedying  unfitness.  Recommendations  have  been 
made  in  the  case  of  Yore  Mill  Cottages  to  increase  the  closet  accommodation,  to  alter  the  windows, 
and  improve  the  water  supply.  One  dwelling-house,  a farmhouse,  has  been  declared  unfit  for  human 
habitation.  A new  house  is  to  be  built  to  replace  it. 

I beg  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

DEAN  DUNBAR. 


T.  H1SCOCK,  PRINTER,  HAWES. 


